
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Ste
International Director Visit 

Special Issue 

 
Gudrun Yngvadottir, International 

President of Lions Clubs International 

and her husband Dr. Jon Bjarni 

Thorsteinsson were given a ‘Céad Míile 

Fáilte’ by Lions from all over Ireland 

when they toured the country from 29th 

April to 1st May. They were received by 

An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar at 

Government Buildings by the Lord Mayor 

of Dublin, Cllr. Niall Ring at the Mansion 

House and by the Chairman of Down and 

Mourne District Council, Mark Murnin, 

as well as meeting Lions in Dublin, 

Thurles and Newry. 

 

This special edition of the District 

Newsletter reports on the visit. 

 

A Tradition of Welcome 

 

Lord Mayors of Dublin have been 

welcoming distinguished visitors to the city 

since 1229, and the present holder of the 

office, Cllr Niall Ring, continued that 

tradition by hosting IP Gudrun and a group 

of Lions in the drawing room of the historic 

Mansion House. 

 

 
 

The Lord Mayor spoke about the work of 

Lions Clubs in the city, with particular 

reference to Eric’s Party and the Summer 

event in Iveagh Gardens. 

IP Gudrun told him about the work of Lions 

Clubs all over the world and had words of 

praise and encouragement for Lions 

activities in Ireland. 

 

She presented the Lord Mayor with a plaque 

depicting the winning entry in the 2018 

Lions Clubs International Peace Poster 

competition. 
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During the reception IP Gudrun also took 

time to present a Certificate of Recognition 

for Marketing to Frank Corr, District PRO 

and to check out the latest edition of the 

District Newsletter. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Taoiseach has praise for Lions 

 
An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar was 

exceptionally generous with his time when 

he met IP Gudrun and DG Frank 

O’Donoghue for a relaxed conversation in 

Government Buildings. 

 

He discussed the Lions Housing projects 

which attract Government funding and other 

Lions projects. 

He also spoke with IP Gudrun about the 

historical links between Ireland and her 

native Iceland. 

 

 

 
 



IP Gudrun presented An Taoiseeach with an 

artwork reflecting her country and its close 

affinity with the sea. 
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My Journey with IP Gudrun 
 

 

 
 

 

 

What an honour it was to spend two days 

with International President Gudrun. My 

wife Sara and I joined up with the visiting 

party on Monday evening at the Malahide 

Grand Hotel. What a beautiful part of the 

world it is. The sea was still and the moored 

boats seemed to be at peace in the distance 

 Lambay Island set the back drop as we 

walked to The Seabank Bistro for the 

evening’s meal. I sat beside Gudrun for the 

first part of the meal.  Initially I found 

myself concentrating to make sure I said the 

right things and ask the right questions. But 

within minutes of the conversation starting I 

was at ease.  It was amazing to hear her talk 

about Lions across the world and the 

challenge of dealing with such divergent 

cultures.  We can all be guilty of being 

narrow-minded sometimes. We can think 

that Lions International’s structures should 

just suit our needs here in Ireland. We forget 

that we have to create an organisation that 

works across 200 countries. 

 

 

Tuesday morning we set off for Heuston 

Station. All aboard the 10.00am train for 

Thurles. We were met by Thurles Lions 

Club who escorted the President to see one 

of their flag ship projects, Michael Burke 

House.  

 

I assumed Gudrun would want some peace 

and quiet on the train journey back to 

Dublin. But instead we talked for an hour 

about everything from Sigur Ros to Single 

Gender Clubs, from membership fees in 

South Korea to falling membership numbers 

in the US.  

 

 

Taxis back to the Grand Hotel and that 

evening she held a Q&A session in 

Malahide. This was followed by a beautiful 

dinner event. Gudrun and Jon’s visit was 

part of a six week tour of as many countries 

as they could fit in. I could not help but think 

‘’how does she do this every day’’. I was 

wrecked after just two days. 

She has something very special, a great 

belief in what she is doing. I hope the golden 

waves continue to carry her. 

  

 



Honours for David and Sean 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

IP Gudrun presented the International 

Presidents Medal to David Dempsey, in 

recognition of his work for Lions and his 

contribution to the Irish economy through 

Salesforce, at a ceremony in Malahide. 

She also presented the International 

Presidents Medal to Sean Olohan of 

Wicklow Lions Club in recognition of his 

composition and performances of his ‘Sing 

with the Lions’ song. 

 

Mason Bust Unveiled 
 

 
 

A bust of the late Bert Mason, the only Irish 

Lion to become International President, was 

unveiled by IP Gudrun when she visited 

Thurles. 

The bust will be formally installed at a 

Belfast venue by Brian Sheehan, who is due 

to be International President when he visits 

Ireland for a meeting of the International 

Board in 2022. 

 

Thurles Housing Projects 
 

IP Gudrun was welcomed to Thurles by Joe 

Putti, president of Thurles Lions Clubs and 

was taken on a tour of the club’s housing 

projects in the town including Matthew 

Bourke House and the Blue Door listening 

project. 

 



 
 

IP Gudrun also met Lions from clubs in the 

area and was presented with a painting by 

Lion Kay Cantwell. 

 

Meet in Malahide 
Lions from clubs in the East of Ireland met 

IP Gudrun at the Grand Hotel Malahide 

where she was welcomed by Damian 

Carberry, president of Malahide Lions Club. 

The meeting was followed by a dinner for 23 

members of Cabinet and Club Presidents 

during which IP Gudrun presented an award 

to Ann Moore in recognition of her work on 

the International Peace Poster competition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Radio Train 
 

 
 

During her train journey from Dublin to 

Newry, IP Gudrun was interviewed by Pat 



Byrne for the Dundalk Lions Radio 

Programme. Later in the day she was also 

interviewed in Newry for the Lions Club 

Talking Newspaper. 

 

Lions Gather in Newry 
 

 
 

 

More than 40 Lions from Northern Ireland 

and the Republic gathered in Newry for a 

‘Meet and Greet’ with IP Gudrun. They were 

welcomed by the Chairman of Down and 

Mourne District Council, Mark Murnin. 

 

 

 
 
Mark Murnin presents Gudrum with a 

crystal vase. 

 

 
 

Slán Libh 
 

District Governor Frank O’Donoghue and 

his wife Elaine bid farewell to IP Gudrun 

and her husband Jon at Dublin Airport. Prior 

to their departure they presented IP Gudrun 

with an artwork called ‘Beyond the Horizon’ 

by Malahide artist Michelle Owen, which 

reflects Gudrun’s love of the sea in addition 

to District 133 tie, scarf and pin. 

 

DG Frank said that the IP’s visit was a huge 

success and was most informative for IP 



Gudrun, for himself and Elaine and for all 

who had the opportunity to meet the 

distinguished visitors. 

 

 

 
 

IP Gudrun presents Farrell O’Boy, president, 

Ballsbridge Lions Club with her bannerette. 

 

Pictured below is Werner Schwanberg, 

president, Dublin Lions Club who also 

received the IP’s bannerette. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Bray Lions president Karl O’Broin and Peter 

Doyle with IP Gudrum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Football Draw 
 

 
 

The draw for the Lions District Under13s 

Football Competition was made at 

Dalymount Park. 

 

In the ‘Qualifiers’ the following games will 

be played (home team first). 

 

Arlington V Tullamore Town, Baldoyle v 

Templeogue, Rathnew v Ardmore (Bray), 

Portlaoise v Monasterevin, Claremorris v 

Knocknacarra. 

 All these games must be played by 31st 

May. 

The ‘Round of 16’ draw is: 

Claremorris/Knocknacarra v Avenue United, 

Westport v Erris, Baldoyle/Templeogue v 

Portlaoise/Monasterevin, Rathnew/Ardmore 

v Ashbourne, Killeigh v Maynooth, 

Arlingon/Tullamore v St. Josephs’s, 

Skibbereen v Carrick on Suir. 

This round must be completed by 30th June. 

 

Further information on Lions Clubs Ireland 

website and Facebook. 

Johnny Logan supports ‘Coast 2 

Coast’ 
  

   
  

  

 Eurovision legend Johnny Logan helped 

Ashbourne Lions Club launch its ‘2019 

Coast 2 Coast’ charity cycle event which 

takes place on 25th and 26th of May. 

 The event will see hundreds of cyclists 

travel to Galway with their bicycles and 

cycle 220km from the Atlantic shoreline to 

the Irish Sea at Laytown, Co. Meath. 

Ashbourne Lions will provide meals and 

transport to Galway and the group will 

overnight in Athlone. 

 ‘Coast 2 Coast’ will raise funds for ‘Make 

a Wish’ Foundation, Meals on Wheels and 

the Kevin Bell Repatriation Trust, which 

aims to alleviate the financial hardship of 

bereaved families repatriating back to 

Ireland, the body of a loved one who has 

died abroad in sudden or tragic 

circumstances. 

  

 Sligo to Welcome Carers 

 The next District 133 Carers Weekend will 

take place in Sligo from 22nd to 24th  

November 2019.  



 Based in the Yeats County Hotel  Spa and 

Leisure Club, Rosses Point, Sligo , the 

weekend has been competitively priced at 

€275 per carer. 

 The rogramme for the weekend includes 

two nights accommodation with breakfast 

and  evening meals and lunch on  the 

Saturday. 

 Entertainment will be provided on Friday 

and Saturday nights. 

 The weekend begins with a ‘Meet and 

Greet’ on Friday evening at 6pm when the 

programme for the weekend will be 

explained 

 
 

  
  

  

  

 Saturday morning starts with a 

motivational speaker. 

  

 Carers can avail of one-to-one counselling 

with clinical physiologists.  

 Group exercise to music with personal 

trainer, spa treatments and complimentary 

seaweed and botanical baths and 

reflexology are also available. 
  

 A Guided walk around Rosses Point will  

be held  on Saturday 23rd. Nov. at 11am 

while other events include a ‘Stylist and 

Fashion Show’ and a quiz. 

 Family Carers Ireland will be in 

attendance on Saturday with information 

regarding benefits,  entitlements , and  

private consultations 

 Complimentary tea and coffee will be ‘on 

tap’ all day Saturday 

  

  

 The weekend will conclude on Sunday 

with a special blessing for Carers. 

 Lions Clubs wishing to participate in the 

Carers Weekend should contact Mary 

Henry Carers weekend Co-ordinator. 

Mob: 0857469530 email:   

brenmarhenry@gmail.com 

  

  

…That’s all for this week 

 

  


